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Newsletter Welcome 
By Dave Koch

This is the first edition of the new North Georgia Modurail 
Newsletter formally called the NGM Telegraph.

This quarter we will highlight our relatives who worked on 
the railroad.  We have stories and pictures from the past 
as we seek to find out who influenced us in our love for 
trains.

We have an excerpt from an article written by Bob Ottosen 
and published in the November 1995 edition of Railmodel 
Journal.  Bob is an accomplished model railroading author 
who has been published multiple times and many of the 
most prestigious magazines in the industry. 

We welcome comments and ideas from members.  We 
have a lot to learn about publishing in this day and age of 
high tech.  So hang on and enjoy the ride.

August Newsletter

Working on the Railroad – Members
As a follow on to relatives who worked on the railroad we’ll 
profile some of our members

Name the Newsletter Contest
During the next few months we’ll ask your ideas for a new 
name for our newsletter. Our membership will vote on the 
ideas submitted.  Start sending me your ideas. You better 
hurry because Ken Janicki has already called me with 
about 30.

NGM News
President’s Corner 
By Paul Boggs

As we start our 22nd year, it’s amazing how our club has 
grown in the last 5 years. We are at an all-time high of 59 
Members.

Our setup at the Piedmont show was a great success. 
We added two new members. We had so many 
members in attendance that wanted layout time we are 
going to have to setup a dispatch system, so everyone 
will get their fair share of run time. We averaged six trains 
on the layout mains at one time.

Our annual dinner on Saturday night after the Piedmont 
show closed was another great event. Thanks to 
everyone one who brought a side dish. Thanks to 
Member Services for the great entrees. It was my 
pleasure to pass out awards to several deserving 
modelers. 

Our second visit to the NS Safety Expo was a blast. All of 
the employees that came by the layout were very 
complimentary of our work. The freebies were plentiful 
and the members that were in attendance got to meet 
some of the NS executives and board members.

Our work session at Southeastern Railway Museum on 
April 18th was very good both in attendance and work 
completed.  We installed shelves in the boxcar and 
worked on the front session of the museum’s layout. 
Thanks to Walt and Scott for leading this work session.

Our next show is at Buford Presbyterian Church will be 
held from May 16th to May 24th with setup on Friday 
May 15th.

Events Calendar

Meetings (7:30-9:00):
May 21th    -  Buford Presbyterian Church

June 25th   -  Roswell Market Antiques

July 23rd     -  Smoke Rise Baptist Church

Exhibits:
May 16-24   - Buford Presbyterian Church

July 25-26   - Smoke Rise Baptist Church
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2015 NGM Award Winners

Member of the Year:  Stephen Sprinkle
Director of the Year:  Scott Kelly
Associate Member of the Year:  Kathy Samples
Engineer of the Year: Robby Lewis
Conductor of the Year: Nikhil Jammalamadaka 
Module of the Year: Jim Travis
Train of the Year: Caleb Samples
 Evan Whatley
Badge Design Contest Winners: Ben King
 Jennifer Camp
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2015 Annual Meeting and Family Dinner
Saturday, March 14th, 2015

First Alliance Church

DCC for Dummies 
By Dave Koch

OK, we all know “righty tighty lefty loosey” and “spring 
ahead fall behind”.  I’m introducing a new one “right 
ahead left behind”.  So when you’re consisting engines, 
select your head end unit on the right throttle and the all 
of the following units i.e the ones “behind” on the left 
throttle.  Just hit “MU +” to attach the following engines 
to your head end unit. The only “gotcha” is to remember 
to make sure they’re all going in the same direction 
before you MU them.
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Three Generations of 
Railroading Miller’s 
by Darryl Miller

When I started to write this article my intention was to 
introduce my two Uncles that retired from the Louisville & 
Nashville (L&N) railroad and relate that to my 37 years 
with The Southern/Norfolk Southern railroad. While 
interviewing my surviving uncle, I was surprised when he 
said his father, my paternal grandfather, Arthur Miller, had 
retired from the L&N railroad in 1946. I was born seven 
years later in 1953, so I never knew my grandfather. 
Imagine my surprise to find out I was not the second 
generation, but the third generation of Millers to work for 
the railroad.

Growing up in Marietta, many of my childhood memories 
are of the fun times my brothers and I had when we visited 
my cousins in Kennesaw putting rocks on the tracks 
whenever we hear a train coming  and seeing my two 
uncles, Oscar and Nathaniel, come home from work on 
the L&N. They would be covered in soot and dirt from 
head to toe in their Chambray overalls carrying their metal 
lunch boxes. I do not know when Uncle Oscar, 
affectionately known as Bubba, hired on but Uncle 
Nathaniel hired on in 1951 two years before I was born. 
They both started out as Gandy Dancers or track 
repairmen. They maintained the line from Atlanta to 
Chattanooga, right past their homes in Kennesaw, 
Georgia. In 1971, the year I graduated high school, the 
L&N was bought out by the Seaboard Coast Line (SCL) 
and they became known as the Family Lines until they 
then merged with the Chessie System in 1983 and 
became the CSX. Uncle Nathaniel then transferred from 
the track gang to the machine shop in 1971 where he 
became chief welder, a position he worked until he retired 
in 1986.

Uncle Oscar (Bubba) died 1 year after he retired, but 
Uncle Nathaniel, affectionately known as “Big Miller” at the 
L&N sits on his front porch and looks across the street at 
the CSX mainline that he maintained for twenty years as 
the L&N railroad made its mark in railroading history.

Since he only lives a block away, I will bring “Big Miller” to 
the next “Trains, Trains, Trains” show we do so all of North 
Georgia Modurail can meet Uncle Nathaniel.

To read more history about the L&N follow this link. 
http://www.lnrr.org/History.aspx

Elmer Evans: B&O Machinist 
By Rick Rose

My grandfather, Elmer  Evans (1881 -1981) worked for a 
while as a machinist for the B&O Railroad in 
Cumberland, MD.  He told me that one time they brought 
"Old Maud", the first standard gauge mallet built in 
America into the shop for some repairs and the foreman 
requested that they get that "piece of junk" out of his 
shop.  It was built in 1904 and was scrapped in 1938. I 
guess it didn't get the respect it deserved.

One time we were at the B&O Museum in Baltimore. We 
were standing in front of the Davis Camelback 
locomotive, which was built by the B&O in 1869.  He said 
that as a schoolboy, he had seen them operating in the 
Cumberland yard.  This caused me two problems; one 
was picturing him as a school boy and the other was 
trying to picture the locomotive and others like it 
operating in the Cumberland yard.

The day my grandfather died, on September 14, 1981, 
was the day the Smithsonian Museum in Washington 
was operating it’s John Bull locomotive (built in 1831) on 
the Georgetown Branch of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad.  It was a fitting, if unintended, tribute to my 
grandfather and men of his era.  He was a machinist for 
50 years.

Walter R. Sprinkle: 
N&W Roundhouse Foreman 
By Stephen Sprinkle

My grandfather, Walter R. Sprinkle, Sr., was a roundhouse 
foreman for the Norfolk & Southern (N&W) Railway.  He 
worked in the roundhouse in Bluefield, West Virginia.  He 
retired in 1942.

He worked on steam locomotives.  N&W, during my 
grandfather’s time on the railroad, had only steam 
engines.  This was because the primary commodity the 
railroad shipped was coal.  So they had to set a good 
example by using coal themselves.

Though Bluefield was at the Southern most tip of West 
Virginia, it was cool. Air conditioning was not needed in the 
summer (the city advertised, “Naturally Air Conditioned”).  
In the winter, there was snow and it became quite cold. 
This was all due to being at an elevation of about 4,000 
feet.

Bluefield had the major N&W yard located East of the 
Pocahontas coal fields, so practically all Eastbound coal 
went through Bluefield, typically headed for the Northeast, 
or the coal docks in Norfolk (the “Norfolk” in Norfolk and 
Western).

The roundhouse was not heated.  So the workers had to 
keep moving to stay warm.

The work was dangerous.  A successor foreman was 
crushed between a giant articulated mallet locomotive 
(probably a Y-6) and the edge of one of the huge 
roundhouse doors that opened to let locomotives in.

One of the most dangerous jobs was to be a brakeman in 
the yard.  Brakeman rode coal cars downhill as part of the 
car sortation process.   Brakeman manually applied the 
brakes while hanging on a coal car ladder.  This must 
have been very difficult if there was ice or snow on the 
coal car, or if it was raining.  A misjudgment as to how 
much, or how soon, to apply a brake could cause disaster.   
Some men died on the job.

My grandfather’s next door neighbor also worked for the 
railroad.  He had lost one hand in a railroad accident.

At age four, my father took me for a train trip from 
Pennsylvania Station in New York to Bluefield in a Pullman 
sleeper car.  I loved it.  In N&W territory, I was able to see 
the streamlined steam engine ahead as the train snaked 
through the mountains.

In the Bluefield rail yard, I can remember seeing 
locomotives of a kind I had never seen before.  Based on 
what I now know, I think that they were GP-9s purchased 
by N&W to replace steam locomotives on coal drags.  
The year was 1956.

I can remember several things during subsequent visits 
to Bluefield.  One thing was how hilly it was.  In the 
residential areas, you had to climb steps to go from a 
street to a sidewalk, and another set of steps to go from 
sidewalk to front porch of a house.

I also remember residents complaining about the new 
diesel locomotives.  Apparently the noises made by 
steam engines didn’t cause people to lose sleep, but the 
persistent, low frequency noise and vibrations from the 
diesel engines kept everyone awake. 

Photographs courtesy of the Norfolk & Western Historical 
Society.

Fred Koch: CNJ Engineer 
by Dave Koch

My grandfather started with the CNJ in 1905 and enjoyed 
45 years of continuous service. His last few years of the 
late 1940’s saw the transition from steam to diesel and he 
jumped from the cab of his 4-6-0 Camelback into a 2000 
HP Baldwin Double Ender diesel. 

His day started at the Jersey Shore’s Bay Head Loop 
where my Grandmother would drop him off to make his 
first run to the Communipaw passenger terminal in Jersey 
City where you have a perfect view of the back side of the 
Statue of Liberty.

Passenger would board from ferry boats after working in 
New York City for the return trip home.  You will probably 
find many of your immigrant relatives were ferried from 
Ellis Island to this same terminal where they boarded CNJ 
trains to begin their lives in America.
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through the mountains.

In the Bluefield rail yard, I can remember seeing 
locomotives of a kind I had never seen before.  Based on 
what I now know, I think that they were GP-9s purchased 
by N&W to replace steam locomotives on coal drags.  
The year was 1956.

I can remember several things during subsequent visits 
to Bluefield.  One thing was how hilly it was.  In the 
residential areas, you had to climb steps to go from a 
street to a sidewalk, and another set of steps to go from 
sidewalk to front porch of a house.

I also remember residents complaining about the new 
diesel locomotives.  Apparently the noises made by 
steam engines didn’t cause people to lose sleep, but the 
persistent, low frequency noise and vibrations from the 
diesel engines kept everyone awake. 

Photographs courtesy of the Norfolk & Western Historical 
Society.
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Fred Koch in the middle with his train crew

My home layout, the New York & Long 
Branch Railroad, is based on the life of 

Fred Koch in the fall of 1948.

CNJ771 Camelback Commuter Train – 
One of Fred’s Sweet Rides

Fred climbs aboard Double Ender 2003 
on Oct. 31, 1950, his retirement day. 

Fred Koch: CNJ Engineer 
by Dave Koch

My grandfather started with the CNJ in 1905 and enjoyed 
45 years of continuous service. His last few years of the 
late 1940’s saw the transition from steam to diesel and he 
jumped from the cab of his 4-6-0 Camelback into a 2000 
HP Baldwin Double Ender diesel. 

His day started at the Jersey Shore’s Bay Head Loop 
where my Grandmother would drop him off to make his 
first run to the Communipaw passenger terminal in Jersey 
City where you have a perfect view of the back side of the 
Statue of Liberty.

Passenger would board from ferry boats after working in 
New York City for the return trip home.  You will probably 
find many of your immigrant relatives were ferried from 
Ellis Island to this same terminal where they boarded CNJ 
trains to begin their lives in America.
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HEAVY 2-8-0s
In HO Scale from Bowser, MDC or 
Bachmann Kits (Part II)
By Robert E. Ottosen

The fine-running Bowser HO scale Pennsylvania 
Railroad steam locomotives can be easily modified to 
serve as stand-ins for a variety of other real railroads' 
locomotives. Here are some of the alternative 
prototypes and how to model them with the Bowser 
model plus parts from MDC, Bachmann, Cal-Scale and 
Precision Scale. The Bowser locomotive is available 
either as a kit or ready to run. There's a test of the 
model on pages 20-21 of this issue. MDC/Roundhouse 
makes a nearly identical model of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad H-9 2-8-0 as a kit, as well as models that 
duplicate the boiler, cab and tender shapes of the 
Harriman (IC, SP and UP railroads) and a Santa 
Fe-style locomotive. There is also an index of all 
previous articles on prototype steam locomotives and 
how to model them in HO scale on pages 22-23 of this 
issue.

I would like to introduce the less experienced newer 
modelers (and reintroduce the older modelers) to the 
concept of reworking or kit bashing model locomotives to 
adapt them to a different prototype. I also want to give the 
newer modelers in our hobby a long overdue introduction 
to some of the older equipment that has been on the 
market so long that most of us tend to overlook it. There is 
much good reasonably priced old domestically 
manufactured equipment waiting to be discovered by the 
newcomers and rediscovered buy us old timers. All that is 
needed to adapt this good old equipment to almost any 
prototype is a little imagination, a little inspiration, and a 
little work (maybe a lot of work) and a spare weekend.

Mountain Route 283, a doughty little Consolidation, is a 
perfect representation of a chunky modern locomotive that 
might have seen service right up until the end of steam 
power. In fact, it could be just as much at home as the last 
steam engine on the roster, kept on because its boiler and 
flues can still pass the ICC inspection and it has a readily 
available source of fuel, as it would be as an anonymous 
workhorse engaged in the mundane routine of everyday 
commerce during the Golden Age of Steam. Even though 
this article specifically deals with converting a 
Bowser/Penn Line H-9 Consolidation into a free lanced 
engine loosely based on a B&O Consolidation imported by 
PFM several years ago, the general thrust of my article is 
to explain how you, working mainly with hand tools in a 
domestic setting such as your kitchen counter or dinette 
table, can adapt your die cast locomotive to follow your 
own favorite prototype engine. But since we are working 
with equipment that has been on the market for about 30 
years, it might be interesting to see what others have said 
in the past in presenting a similar project. 

My project was inspired by an article written by the late 
Bill McLanahan, in collaboration with Malcolm 
Vordenbaum, published in the November 1956 issue of 
Model Railroader. Bill, a great pioneer in our hobby 
whose writings regularly appeared in print right up until 
September 1981, shortly before he passed away, had 
this to say about the then relatively new Penn Line of HO 
model locomotives:

"Model railroaders must be a provincial lot; they seem to 
prefer building models of locos and cars with which they 
are most familiar. Most of the time, these are models of 
locos and cars which operate, or did operate at one time, 
in their own section of the country. Perhaps this is one of 
the reasons some modelers have been passing up the 
excellent Penn Line locomotives. (Editor's note: They are 
even better today, made by Bowser). As vast as the 
Pennsylvania R.R. system is, it still covers only a small 
percentage of the country geographically. For this 
reason, many model railroaders living in the West, 
Midwest, Southwest and South have never seen a real 
live snorting Pennsy locomotive. .... 

Photo 2 – No. 283 with the MDC Harriman-style cab 
and extended rood in place.

You can find the entire article on the NGM Website and at:

http://www.trainlife.com/magazines

Search for “RailModel Journal” November 1995 Pages 
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Photo 1 
The reshaped Bowser boiler 
with Cal-Scale and Precision 
Scale fittings in place. 

The white strip is the styrene 
plastic support for the 
modified cab.


